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A Brief  history of  SPSS

Statistical Package for the Social Sciences

released in 1968 by a Stanford Graduate Student

The many features of SPSS are accessible via pull-down menus 

The graphical user interface has two views which can be toggled by clicking on one 
of the two tabs in the bottom left of the SPSS window

2

Why is SPSS popular?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pull-down_menus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pull-down_menus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pull-down_menus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphical_user_interface
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphical_user_interface


The many features of SPSS are accessible via pull!down 
menus 

The graphical user interface has two views which can be 
toggled by clicking on one of the two tabs in the 
bottom left of the SPSS window
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What is SPSS capable of ? 

Descriptive statistics: Cross tabulation, Frequencies, 
Descriptives, Explore, Descriptive Ratio Statistics

Bivariate statistics: Means, t!test , ANOVA , Correlation 
"bivariate, partial, distances#, Nonparametric tests

Prediction for numerical outcomes: Linear regression

Prediction for identifying groups: Factor analysis, 
cluster analysis "two!step, K!means, hierarchical#, 
Discriminant
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Data Formats

Statistical output is to a proprietary Þle format (*.spo/.spv Þle, 
supporting pivot tables) for which, in addition to the in-package viewer, 
a stand-alone reader is provided. The proprietary output can be 
exported to text or Microsoft Word. Alternatively, output can be 
captured as data (using the OMS command), as text, tab-delimited 
text, HTML, XML, SPSS dataset or a variety of graphic image formats 
(JPEG, PNG, BMP and EMF).

We will discuss data exchange in a typical Mac workßow
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Current SPSS 
Versions

SPSS version 16.0 runs under Windows, Mac OS 10.5 and earlier, 
and Linux. The graphical user interface is written in Java. The Mac OS 
version is provided as a Universal binary, making it fully compatible 
with both PowerPC and Intel-based Mac hardware.

Prior to SPSS 16.0, di$erent versions of SPSS were available for Windows, 
Mac OS X and Unix. The Windows version was updated more frequently, 
and had more features, than the versions for other operating systems.

SPSS version 13.0 for Mac OS X was not compatible with Intel !based 
Macintosh computers, due to the Rosetta emulation software causing 
errors in calculations. SPSS 15.0 for Windows needed a downloadable 
hotÞx to be installed in order to be compatible with Windows Vista.

SPSS 10, 11 and 13 for Mac were ported by Ukranian!based company 
Mackiev. The Mac version was often criticized for being slower and 
buggier than the Windows counterpart. Updates were slower in release as 
well. 
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Current Mac 
Version of  SPSS
The latest version, 16, is stable 
however there are some issues. 

Patches, BugÞxes, distribute CDs.

Java applet in output viewer issue

Window opening issue 

Results Coach issue
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Moving data between 
SPSS and Word.
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SPSS 16 output windows are in 
Java.

These are fully clickable and 
editable. 

A blue spinning wheel is 
normal for SPSS.



Pivoting Trays

When editing output windows in Java 
SPSS 16 for Mac you can open the 
pivoting trays window.

Pivoting Trays allow deeper editing of 
chart axis data sources
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New Chart builder 
In SPSS 16 for Mac the legacy 
dialogues have been replaced by the 
new Java chart builder system. 

Go to Graphs/Chart!Builder "note the 
Legacy Dialogs bar below this! here is 
where you can access SPSS legacy 
chart data if you prefer to work in the 
traditional manner. 
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Moving Chart 
Data to OfÞce

A common issue with SPSS 16 is 
related to dragging/dropping, copying/
pasting issues between SPSS 16 and 
O%ce 2004/2008 for Mac. 

When moving charts, use copy/paste 
special
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Assistance with 
SPSS

The consultants in the CSSCR labs are 
ready to assist you with your SPSS 
workßow needs. 

Mac SPSS assistance is available

We can assist in converting your Þles 
from alternate formats. 
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